
WHAT STANDARDS
S H O U L D  M Y  B U S I N E S S

FoLLoW?
y(n,r  l ) , ,s i fess gcnerarcs or  hrndlcs , ,s .d ( , i1 ,  there

re managem€nt srandards d.veloped by rhe EPA for
usnr€sses thar handle uscd oil.

\e nanagement standards are common sensc, good
usincss practiccs d.signcd to ensure safe handling of
scd o i l ,  mrr jmiz.  r . .y .y l ing and mnr in, ize d ispos. l
.csc stand. fds atp ly  t { )  i l l  h . rndl t ' rs  ( f t ,La,d l .ss or
r i o u r r l  o f  ( , t  l i f f  s t ) r (  l l i  r c ( l u i r f r i o r l s ) :

l . . h . l  i l l  (  ( , n r . r i f , , ' : i  . r n ( l  r . r .  k s  . r . r  l J S l i l )  (  ) l l .

l ) i ) r i  l  . r  l \ !  (  o i  r l . r  r j . f s  l ( )  r u s t .  L . , r l (  o r  ( l . t ( , r l o r i t f

r  '  i r '  r "  .  l  . 1 ' .  r ' r '  ' r ' L  '  ' . 1 ' t  , ;  ' , .  r  I
( i r  rcgul . r tc( l  h . rz , r r ( lous wirh.  rn i t r

O I L  L E A K S  A N D  S  P I  L L S
3ke steps to pre|ent leaks and spills and keep sorbenr
, . tcr ials rcidi ly,rvai lnble.

I f  r  spl l l  or lerk occurs, sfop f io lr ing i fonr the soufre
l f  i  l . , r l< fronr .r  . ( ,ntnir i t r  or t . r i )k r  a r ' t  be stopped,
. r r  , ,  r ' t  r '  r l , r ' ,  1 1 , ,  ' r  r ,

( l o n r , r i r  s 1 ) L l l ,  ( l , , i 1 .

Clc r  rr |  . r I r l  r rr  yr lc rhr rrsr i  oi l  as you worr ld l , rve
bcf l , r .  i l  : rpj l l .d l {  rccy( l ing is not possible, mal({ l
sure the Lrsed oi l  is not . r  hazardous waste aro
dispose of i t  approprjntet} l

I S  G O O D  F O R
T H E  E N V I R O N M E N T
A N D  T H E  E C O N O M Y .

Here'sproof:
, Re refiningused oil takes only one'third the

energy of rcfining crude oil to lubrient quality.
. It takes 42 gallons oftrude oil, but only one gallon

ofused oil, to produce 2.5 quarts of ner-,
h i gh quality I ubritatitrg oil

'  One gallon of used oi l  processetl lor l lel ontains
about 110,000 Brit ish Thernal Llnits (Btu) of
etrcrgy.'

I ror  l ] rorc i l l lo f l  r i r f  ion,  (ont . r . t :
lVl.rr lc,rc N4rl):rrr.r l ,  Solir l  rnrl  I  l .rzardoLrs W.rsro

l ' �rogrl, , ,  N4.rr.r j tcr/t lrownhelds Coorrl l  r ,rtor
NiturnL l lrs0ur..s Deprr Imfnt
( irnfecleratcd Salish and l(ootenai lr ibrs
PO. Bo:278, Pablo, Montana 59855
(406) 675 27AA Ext.7275
(406) 883,2896 FA.\
Email: mmcdanalocskt.org, or wwwcskt.org.

For more informotion obout used oil, visil
www.ep0.g0v^p00swey'hozwoste/usedoi/usedoil.pdf .

'Conmo! Energy Units

l barrel (42 gal.) of <rude oil = s,aoo,ooo Btu
l galon ofh€ating oil = 139,000 Btu

and
l barrel ofresidual fuel oil = 6,287,000 Btu

Thitl0!l rheer (0nr0in! v0lu0ble inlorm0li0n lor h!5,n0$0i ru(lr 0l rervi(s noli0nr,
flsel mdiileniic f0( li er,0nd "quidlubr" *opirhdqeiero'c 0nd h0ndl0 us€d o I
h summerizs 'le lJ. S !nvironn4t0l Prolelri0n Asenq'r {tPAl} u5od oil m0f0gemenr
standods o set ol 'qood hou*kepin0" req!nemenk lor u5ed 0i h0ndhr rheso

roquiremenls 0re del0iled ir Tlrh 40 ol the (0de ol tuderol Res0l0ri0n5 l(tR) P0n 2i9
Smoll burinesses should olso rehr to tPAt Imergenry Rerpon$ Divisioi'r lnf0rm0lior

tiie 0' 120?)260 234? for iniorm0riof on howb mdn00e rDilk.
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ASondoned service stoiion wAere soil hos 6een
coniominofed witA used oil.

WHAT IS USED OIL?

\ccording to lh.  U. S. l invir i )nnr.nt.1 |rot i . t ron
\gen.y ( l iPA) th.  dc6nit ion i ) f  uscd oi l  is:  . , ry oi l
cf ined from crude oi l  or used synthet i(  oi l ,  and
, "  r  r e s u l t  . f  t h . r t  . r + e  r .  ,  o n r a m r r a t e d  b 1  p h 1  r , .  J
rr chemical impurities. Dirt, m€tal scrapings, wat€r,
'nd chemicals g€t mix€d in with the oil during
lormal use, thereforerequir jngproperreplacement
Lnd disposal.
fo meet the EPAs de6nit ion ofused oi l ,  a substance
r  u . r  n e "  - r , h o t  h p  o l l o r " . n g r l , r . e  r r r . n a :
origin: used oil must have been reined fron crude
oi l  or made fron synthet ic nrarer ials.  Animal and
vegetrble oils arc cxcluded {rom EPAs definition

Uae: based on how and ifthe oil was used. Oils used
as lubricants, hydraulic fluids, heat transf€r ffuids,
buo/ants, and for other similarpurposes are
considered used oi1. Unused oil from virgin oil
storage tanks, cleaning agents, solvents and
petroleum-derived produ.ts (antifreez€ and
kerosene) are excluded.*
Contamtnantc: used oil becomes contaminated
as a result ofbeing used with either physical or
ch€mical impurities. This aspect of EPAs definition
includes residues and contaminants genemted from
handling, storing, and processingused oil. Physical
contaminants include metal shavings, sawdust or
dirt. Chemical contaminants could include solvents,

OiIs that ao not meet EPA'S definition ofused ail can still

CAN USED OIL
BE RECYCLED?

Ycs. An est i ,nJtcd :J80 ,ni l ln)n g.r l l { )ns of uscd oi l
arc rccycled each year.  Oncc oi lhas becn uscd, i t  can
b  , ' l l c . r p d . , A ) ,  " 1  I n d u  e , ] o v e  . o . t o r . r  r g . r r .
Recycled used oil can be €ither used for the sam€ job
or a completely different task. For €xampl€, used motor
oil can be re relined and sold as motor oil or process€d
for furnace fuel oil. Aluminum rolling oils also can be
{iltered on site and used over again.

Used oil caD be rccycled in thc following ways:
.  Re(ondit ioDed on 6i te wl L .v, ' lvn,r-n 'vray

r r p '  t r "  f r "  r r  r r '  '  - ' )  r l  '  r ' l r .  r r  , ; r r  ' 1 i ' .  r
W i r i l e  t h i s  I o r m  o l  r c c y c l l r g  r r i j t h r  l l o l  f e s t ( , f c  t h c
oi l  to i ts or iginal  .orrdi t i { , r ,  i l  ( locs prolong i ts l i lc.

. Inderted into a petrol€un refin€ryiwhi(h involvcs
i . t roducing used oi l  as n feedstock into €i ther the
front end of the pro.ess or the coker to produ.e
gasoJine and coke.

' Re-refined: r€movlng impurities so it (an be used
as a base stock for new lubr icat ing oi1. Re ref ining
prolongs the l i fe of the oi l  resour.e indef ini tely and is
the prefered opt ion beciuse i t  reuses th€ oi l to nrake
thc sam. produ.t  whi lc using lcss energy and Jess
virgin oj l

. Proc€ssed and buyn€rl for energy recovery: in vi,lves
removing w:rter and parti.ul.rtes so thrl used orl
can be burned as fuel to gerrcrate heat or to powcr
i n d u . r r i a l o p " r r t i o n s . T h -  f ,  r m o l  r e r )  I  r " i s n , ' t
preferred because it only enables the oil to be reused
once. Nonetheless, valuable enery isprovided (about
thc sa.ne dr  prov ided bv nor  mdl  heal ing o i l r .

DOES MY BUSINESS
HANDLE USED OI t?

' Ihc t l ( ,wing arc escrDtions of di f fercnf types
of busi,rcsscs that handle used o11:
. Generatorsi businesses that handle used oil through

commercial or jndustrial operations or ffom the
maintenance ofvehicles hnd equipment. this is the
largest segment of the used oil industryand includes:
repair shops, service stations, quicklube shops,
government motor pools, grocery stores, metal
working industries and boat marinas. Excluded
are farmets who prodLLce less that an average of25
gal lons of uscd oi l  per rrr)nth . lnd indivnlual!  who
generrtc uscd oi i  through th. rn. intcnin. e of thcir

l ) . rs,)nnl  v.hi . l .s ind .qurpnr.nt
Colle.tion c€nt€rs and aggregation point6:
facilities that ac.epr small arnounts of used oil and
stofe it until enough is collected to ship it elsewhere
fof recy.ling. Colle.tion.enters typically accept
used oil from muitiple sour.es that includ€ both
businesses and individuals. Aggregation points
collect oil only from places rtLn by the same owner
or operator and from individuals.
Transportersr companies that pick up use.l od
fron al l  sources and dcl iver i t  to fe rehneries,
procr:ssors or burncrs. l r insfcf  f . . i l i t i rs afe any
stru.tuh. or arcl  wh.r(  usc( l  oi l  is h. l i l  n ' r  l ( ,ngcr
than 24 hours, but not longcr fhan 35 dnys
Examples include loading docks and parking areas.
Re-refiners and proc€$ors: faciliti€s that blend
or remove impurities from used oil so that it can
be burned for energy or reused. Included in this
categoryare re refiners who process used oil
so it can be reused in a newproduct, such
as a lubricant, and recycled again and again.
Burners: burn used oil for energy in bo ers,
industrial furnaces or in hazardous waste

Merket.rs: handlers who eith€r: direct shipments
ofused oil to be burned as fuel in regulated devices,
or, claim that certain EPA specincations are met for
used oil to be burned for enerygy recovery in d€vices
that are not regulated. theyalso sometimes h€lp
move shipments ofused oil to burners. By defirdtion,
m.rkptprs mnst, lso f : l l  inro,r  le,st  one ofthe


